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Native American Church
Introduction
The Native American Church has been the largest pan-Indian Spiritual Movement that was begun in 1870's. It came to be known in the late nineteenth century. The Native American Church is an integration of elements of Christianity with traditional American Native beliefs. The religion uses peyote i.e. Lophophora williamsii which is a spineless cactus growing at IO Grande Valley in Texas and northern Mexico (Daniel, 2018). 
Historical Origins
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the 1880s, the doctrine and ritual instruments of peyote became uniform leading to the spread of this religion. Many of Oklahoma tribes had joined it by 1907. On October 10, 1918, there was formation of an intertribal coalition of Peyotists who through the incorporation of Native American Church achieved legal grounds (Daniel, 2018). Amongst the individuals who are key figures in this religion is Quanah Parker, whose role in introduction and adoption of the religion was vital. Religious beliefs of the Native American church are mostly self-centered through the encouragement of meditation and introspection. The doctrine majors on reverence for nature incorporated with some Christian aspects such as faith, hope and love (Morris, 2011).
Rituals
Peyote forms the most important additive in Native American Church. The plant contains alkaloids such as mescaline. Its reaction may include visions which form a key part of the spirituality in this religion. The church’s all-night ceremony takes place in a Hogan or a lodge. The activities include a fire, some soil serving as an altar and peyote. During that time, songs are sung, prayers offered, cedar is burned and peyote is ingested (Ojibwa, 2009). Amongst the Christian elements in the religion are the seven days of creation with the seventh day God resting, so they also have a day of resting. However, these ceremonies are regarded by the Christians as a hindrance to civilization making the government and the laws to respond with persecution on Native America Church (Morris, 2011).
Conclusion
In conclusion, Peyotists continue to practice their religion even amidst strong opposition from those who feel that their use of drug substance. Therefore, the American Indian people believe this is a spiritual and social foundation which gives meaning to life full of turbulence, especially in this century.
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